CHAPTER II
The Women's Roles in Shakespeare's Comedies discussed
with reference to the Boy A&or
A CONSIDERATION, in detail, of the heroines of the
comedies and those waiting gentlewomen and con-
fidantes who are the heroines of the sub-plots will
explain not only the mechanics of their own parts but
will help to make dear the subsequent Study of the
heroines of the tragedies. The parts given to the
women in the comedies are longer, and although
perhaps they are not more important than those of the
heroines of the tragedies considered aesthetically, they
give more opportunity for the display of the technical
proficiency which was the Staple of the boy a&or's art.
The devices used by the playwright to present his
female charafters in the form moSt suited to the con-
vention of the boy a&or are subtle and elusive, and
after an exhaustive search through a few of the plays,
there is serious danger of seeing them where they do
not exist, and of building an elaborate case upon
unsound evidence. This danger has not been avoided
by writers who have sought for proofs of Shake-
speare's remarkable understanding of women" and his
lifelike depi&ion of them, and it would be a pity to
repeat the mistake in the present search. There is
some evidence, however, which lies in the borderland,
, and which may seem acceptable to some observers and
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